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Staff Report Item 11 

TO: East Bay Community Energy Board of Directors 

FROM: Deidre Sanders, Director of Government and Community Affairs 

SUBJECT: CAC Appointment Recommendations (Action Item) 

DATE: May 16, 2018 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Recommendation 

Appoint the following applicants to the Community Advisory Council for four-year terms 
ending 5/16/2022:  

A. Mary Sutter, Hayward;
B. Jane Franch, Berkeley; and
C. Richard O’Connell, Berkeley

Background and Discussion 

For several months the CAC has had difficulty holding meetings for lack of a quorum due to 
vacancies and non-participation. To fill the vacancies EBCE solicited interest in serving on the 
Community Advisory Committee. In response to this solicitation, EBCE staff received 17 
applications from throughout the county (e.g., Berkeley, Castro Valley, Fremont, Hayward, 
Livermore, Oakland, San Leandro). Eight applicants were invited to interview with an ad hoc 
committee composed of three board members (Chair Scott Haggerty, Director Dianne 
Martinez, Director Al Mendall). The interviews were conducted on 4/20, 4/24, and 4/27.  
Applicants were invited to interview based on Committee needs for regional and stakeholder 
diversity.  Factors that influenced recommendations included ability to attend meetings and 
potential for conflicts of interest. 

The Board has also identified the need for alternates to the CAC, but this will require an 

amendment to the JPA to be submitted at a future Board meeting. If the JPA amendments are 

approved, the alternates will be selected from the pool of interested candidates interviewed 

by the ad hoc Board committee and the list of alternates will be submitted to the Board for 

approval in the coming months. 

Each of the new members would be appointed for a three-year term commencing upon their 

swearing in at the next CAC meeting. The three proposed CAC members would join the 

following group of existing CAC members. 
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Table 1 - Current CAC Members 

Name Residence Stakeholder Representation 

Anne Olivia Eldred Oakland Labor Union and Public Health (other) 

Cynthia Landry Oakland Labor Union 

Rev. Ken Chambers Oakland Environmental Justice and Low-Income Advocate 

Megan O'Neil Oakland Energy Advocate and Ratepayer 

Monica Padilla Fremont Environmental/Energy Advocate and Ratepayer 

Nick Gigliotti Pleasanton Education/Research Center and Labor Union 

Fiscal Impact 

No budget impacts beyond the board-approved stipend, approved at $50/meeting for CAC 
members on Wednesday, 4/18/18. 

Attachments 

A. Resumes of three (3) CAC applicants recommended for appointment
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Application for East Bay Community Energy (EBCE ) 

Community Advisory Committee 

East Bay Community Energy (EBCE) is seeking applicants from Alameda County to fill vacancies on its Community 

Advisory Committee. The Community Advisory Committee (CAC) was formed in 2016 as part of the Alameda 

County Board of Supervisors' 2014 decision to explore formation of EBCE with the goal of creating competition 

for electricity services and to accelerate investments in clean energy resources and local energy projects. EBCE 

seeks to ensure a diversity of members and interests for the CAC as well as members who represent all areas of 

the County. The CAC's members are community stakeholders appointed by the EBCE Board of Directors to 

provide advice and recommendations to the EBCE Board and is not a decision-making entity. 

Member Roles: 

1) Advise the Board of Directors on all subjects related to the operation of the CCA Program as set forth in a work

plan adopted by the Board from time to time, with the exception of personnel and litigation decisions,

2) Represent the views of their respective communities in their comments and recommendations;

3) Serve as an information-channel back to their colleagues and communities; and

4) Help EBCE staff and Alameda County and city officials identify issues of concern and opportunities to educate

about CCE in Alameda County

EBCE is now taking applications for membership on the CAC. The EBCE asks that anyone wishing to apply to 

complete this form and submit to DSanders@ebce.org no later than 5 pm on March 14, 2018. 

NOTE: this application is a public document and will be available for review upon request. The EBCE may choose 

to interview final candidates. 

APPLICANT CRITERIA: 

1. Residents, business owners, employees or representatives of a community-based organization in the

County of Alameda are eligible for membership1
. 

2. Applicants should be committed to serving on the CAC and attending regular Board and planning meetings.

Board meetings may take place twice monthly until the program is launched, and then may be no more

frequent than once per month. Meetings will generally take place in the early evening hours. Planning

meetings will be determined by the CAC. Members of the CAC will serve staggered four-year terms (the

first term of three of the members shall be two years, and four years thereafter), which may be renewed.

3. Applicants with conflicts of interest that may hinder effective participation in the CAC are discouraged from

applying. All applicants will be reviewed for conflicts of interest by EBCE legal counsel.

QUESTIONS: Please call or email Deidre Sanders at: 925.390.3942; dsanders@ebce.org for more information. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name JA--lv/7 FK1t1v1C/J 

Address 

 

1 Note: Applicants can only be considered if they are residents of an EBCE member jurisdiction, which currently excludes the Cities

of Pleasanton, Newark and Alameda. 
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Application for East Bay Community Energy Authority {EBCEA) 

Community Advisory Committee 

Organization represented
!U !Iv�

' 

P8l (Jv /,Lflk) Oqmt l- � and title (if applicable) I 

-

Phone/Email Address

Are you a resident of

Alameda County? 1� 

How long have you lived in

�-< l/rjAlameda County?

Are you a business owner in

Alameda County (firm name

and location)?

Employment Information: /J�IU) &ry�'c � 

Your employer?
A) lLM-1. Ofj cuv C, (l!C-t. {IV ()_Mt' I P15C-J

Job Title?
p;-� �a/1)'1' iow-otlSj f Sus htn�t,/°} 

Spouse's employer? blvDUf (slff'I �u.50 
Spouse's Job Title?

Arec/2Y1 
h�'!jh -I- kAt� 

I am A��l�ing Under the Following Stakeholder Catego!}! (�lease check to� 2}

D Environmental D Labor Union

D Energy Advocate D Environmental Justice

i Clean Energy Business 1,
D Regional/Large Energy User
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Application for East Bay Community Energy Authority (EBCEA) 

Community Advisory Committee 

List any position or office held in any governmental agency, civic or charitable organization, including dates: 

Please list any special awards or recognitions received: 

Do you own Property in Alameda County? If yes, please list the address(es) 

Do you rent property in Alameda County? 
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Conflicts of Interest 

Application for East Bay Community Energy Authority (EBCEA) 

Community Advisory Committee 

State and local law require that you abstain from participation in decisions that may affect your financial interests, 

including sources of income, interest in real property, personal finances or investments. In addition, if appointed, you 

may be required to submit a disclosure statement which identifies certain of your financial interest beginning with 

the immediate twelve-month period prior to your appointment. Based on your best judgment, does this Board or 

Commission make decisions that may affect sources of income, interests in real property, personal finances or 

investments of you or your spouse? Some examples of conflicts include a) being employed by a business or 

organization that has a financial interest in decisions that EBCE may make, b) being employed by a business or 

organization that directly advocates in front of the EBCE Board of Directors, c) having a financial interest in a project 

or property that might benefit from a decision made by EBCE. 

vec!!?J

If yes, please explain. Please identify any organizations, associations, corporations, or 
entities by which you are employed or associated that might be affected by decisions of this Board or Commission, and 
the positions you hold in these entities. 

Please list at least two references: Redacted 

(be sure to include lines for email address and phone numbers)

As a member of the EBCEA Community Advisory Committee, you are making a time commitment to actively 

participate in the planning and development of the East Bay Community Energy program. Meetings are generally 

held in the evening and given the small number of members on the EBCE Community Advisory Committee, having 

a quorum is essential to the ability of the Committee to conduct business. Please sign the statement below 

indicating you have the time to prepare for and attend meetings. 

I have sufficient time to devo t th.is responsibility and will attend scheduled meetings if appointed. I am also 
-r, b1irducumer:1t

Date 
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Name: 

East Bay Communi_ty Energy Community Advisory Committee Application 

Richard M. 01Co nnell (Ric) 
Address: 

Organization Represented:. Alameda County Resident. 

Phone/Email Address: 

Are you a resident of Alameda County? YES 

How long have you lived in Alameda County? 

Are you a business owner? 

10 Years 

I am the founder, Executive Director and President of the board of a California non-profit 

corporation (Gridlab) that is based in Alameda County. 

Employment Information (Organization, title} 

Executive Director, Gridlab. Gridlab is an organization that provides technical information on 

grid transformation to policymakers and advocates. See gridlab.org 

Spouse employer/Job Title: Homemaker 

I am applying under the following categories: 

Energy Advocate 

Education/Research Center 

Please explain why you wish to be appointed to the East Bay Community Energy Authority Community 

Advisory Committee and briefly describe your qualifications including any applicable experience. 
Please include thoughts you have the purpose of the CAC and key goals for both the CAC and East Bay 

Community Energy. Please indicate if you are a representative of an organization with expertise in 
energy issues generally and/or Community·Choice Energy specifically. Please attach a resume, letters 
of recommendation, or other relevant materials if you wish. 

l have been a resident of Alameda county for·eleven years and in the energy industry for over

fifteen years. I'm passionate about renewable energy and have worked globally on developing

renewable energy projects and policies. I would like to bring my expertise and experience to my

new utility, EBCE, and help see it successfully launched. I see significant challenges and

opportunities for EBCE at a complex time in the energy industry. For California and Alameda
county to meet our ambition decarbonization goals, EBCE needs to be more integrated into

regional and urban planning. Alameda county is a special place, home to Tesla, the world's
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While I am currently leading a non-profit organization, I have over 20 years of experience in 
business and have started and led a business, so I understand how to balance community needs 
with the needs of local businesses and the financial health of EBCE. 

list any position or office held in any governmental agency, civic or charitable organization, including 

dates: 

• I was an officer in the US Air Force from 1990-1994 {Active Duty) and 1994-2000
(Inactive Reserves). I separated at the rank of Captain,

• I was an intern atthe Grand Canyon Trust where I worked on tribal energy issues in 
2004.

• I worked at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in 2004/2005.

• I am currently the executive director of G'ridLab, a California nonprofit corporation. 

Please list any special awards or recognitions received: 

! was awarded an award for technical excellence by the American Wind Energy Association in 2007

Do you own Property in Alameda County? If yes, please list the address(es) 

Yes. , Berkeley. 

Item 11 Attachment 


	Staff Report Item 11 - CAC appointments_FINAL
	Item 8 - CAC Applications
	MSutter_EBCE_CAC_Application_Redacted
	JFranch_EBCE_CAC_Application_Redacted
	ROconnell_EBCE_CAC_Application_redacted_Redacted




